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The following formulas are guides to help you write a thesis statement and outline.  Please use these formulas and outline style until you become comfortable writing them on your own.  

Thesis Formulas

· Because of x, y, and z, it is apparent w occurs.

· W occurred because of x, y, and z.

· Subject +Direction+ reason 1+ reason 2+ reason 3= thesis statement

Examples

1.  Cancun and Mexico City
 became major travel destinations because of their cultural diversity
, abundance of natural resources
, and comfortable climate
.
2.  Because of their cultural diversity, abundance of natural resources, and comfortable climate, it is apparent Cancun and Mexico City became major travel destinations.

3. Because of their central Silk Road location
, access to natural resources
, and military power
, the ancient cities of Tehran and Mosul
 have thrived through the present day.
Outline Format
I. Introduction

a. Thesis

b. Introductory sentences of x, w, and z

i. X

ii. Y

iii. Z

c. Transition sentence leading into II.

III. X

a. Topic sentence

b. Supporting evidence

c. Supporting evidence

d. Supporting evidence

IV. W

a. Topic sentence

b. Supporting evidence

c. Supporting evidence

d. Supporting evidence

V. Z

a. Topic sentence

b. Supporting evidence

c. Supporting evidence

d. Supporting evidence

VI. Conclusion

a. Restate thesis

b. Wrap-up

c. Conclude with new ideas for further research
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